REVOLUTION:    BLOODY   OR   BLOODLESS
basis approach the problem of the bloodiness of
revolution in an advanced non-Fascist community like
England or the U.S.A.
In the first place, when almost everybody is earning
a wage and a large section of the people own small
shares of the means of production, whilst the standard
of living of the workers in work is maintained at a
comparatively high level by some subsidised booming
industry, a part of the material transition to the classless
society is already secured. It is possible that these
circumstances may enable many more people to see the
weaknesses in the structure of capitalism than would be
possible in a less advanced community of rigid class
differences. This line of development is already
illustrated by the growth of such essentially middle-
salary organisations as the Left Book Club, with its
hundreds of study groups all over the country,
groups of serious students, through whom Marxist
ideas are becoming available by leaps and bounds. It
is also illustrated by the moral stiffening, combined
with a declining dilettantism, in the Left movement in
all the universities and places of study. The rising
secular swing of technical progress ensures a slowly
rising standard of living, in the long run, in spite of the
waste and futility of capitalism, and this reduces tibe
class differences arising from different standards of
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